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The estate of Yeysnoke lleg on the noritn snore of the Jomes

Rivar and is mentionea in history as eerly as L6037, Joan 3Seith and
GChristvopher Newport, durilng their exploring of the river in 1607,
founa the keyanoke Inolans sstsbilshed nere.

then Bir Georgs Yesrdlsy was Governor of ithe Colony of Vieginie,

be nCQuirnd an egsteate 21 tnis polnt, but be later solo it to Abraham
Piersey. Towarus the end of the L7th centuvry, the -lentetion pnsced
ints the posuession of the Harwood family. Though there had been an
esrlier house on the property, in 1740 ¥illisnm Harwooo builil the present
spacious frame house. Toward the end of the i8th century, ipnes,
daughter of Jzjor Cumusl Harwood, merried Fielding Lewis, snd inherited
ths old howmestzac. His ceughter, Elesnor, who likewise inheriied the
homebtead, married Robert Douthst, and Lhey hsd several children. Ons

¥ these, Major Robert Douthst, wes the next master of ¥eysnoke, which
h@ sold in 1876. Another son, however, Fielding Lewis Zouthat, in-
herited part of the estate, anc brought HMsry Willis ¥srshall {descendant
of the Chief Jusulce) to Upper Veyenoke as his bride in 1854. The mother-
in~lew continued to live at Lower Weyanoks.

(Compiled from Robert A. Lancaster, Jre, Hisgoric Vireinia homes and
rwincott company, 1915,

and The James River Garcen Club, Higtoric gsrde
Rlcamond, Va., The williswm Byrd press, ine., 19z
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Letter from John H. .linge, 924 Cordova Plece, couth Jacksonviile 7,
Florias, ualed koy 27, 1947, regarding ownership of ¥Feyunoke:

"Toa are correct througih Abraism Plersey. The titie from Plersey
to L7090 wes much civiaed (I am speaking of the 2200 sore iru North
of tne Janeu, lenc bouncec on South, Soutyn Yest, South feot by the
James River). hbout L?”“ mwuch of' this land psssed intc the hands of
ths descendants of Jaumes Minge and staid in thet ownership untit sold
by Lr. John dings in LBAB Yo Stelinbaex and others who in 18 54 sola to
JT Feii;iﬂg Lewis Douthst. Leea records of Charles City County show
sale by Lr. Wwinge {7th generzition of #inge family in Virginia) and he
dascribsg thno VYeynnokKe lana as where he llves and to be bhounded on
South ana Tesih by Jzmes River anc psytly on the dorth by land occupled
by ¥rs. Louthet in 18473 wao the same or pard ol tie owme 234 acres tist
¥a3 asupesssa L0 shomas Harwood, Sen. s8¢ shown oo the Cherles Cliy County
Land Book of L789. (Tnls leter recora is ia Virglolia archives in Rieh-
mond ana [ have & photostst of seme.) On She sowe page i wzsessea by
Collier Harrison {wio hac werried widow of Cavid Wi s
lerge entate ant {ive chilaren) for siinpe estste Ih 5 1ist shows twelve
tracts assessed to dinge and one 900 btract ﬁ“lCh 15 wist 1s calied Weys—
noke. This tract pessed by wili to Jomn son of lavid, snd from John in
LE27 by will to Ir. Joan Gilngs of Uhne seventith generation, wno snld it in
1847, Culy in 1854 pmss to the Levwls or Douthst families.
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zna Douthaet incluading our

"l do not kKonow why the Harwoofs, 5
very goot iriend dr. Lyon G. Tyier falied to examine the records vhich
cleerly shov bhe incorrectness of the wmany published sitatements con-
cerning this nlstorical land, ALfbsr the ceath ol Joln ilawxe in (827
{forner “u%b?nc ol barah Hoarrison zoo father of 11 colicreen by her
(her tetuer was Benjuwmin Harrison the signer and fer rotuer Flizsbetbh
Basselt). AL aeath of John dinge L227 nis lerge brolcdiogs of slaves and
of rane was wiviasa bheiessen bis children, inciudd SeVEn so0ns, Loree
Of trnem eovilg eardy o Alcbzusx zac two of tnem bulit bowes calling bhen
Meyanoese™ for vieli 244 Va. home.
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I belng the grancson of Levid L81L-1887 Loe youngeust ol John's
sons anG becominy Latersszed in ny fanily nlatory ves Su””“iﬁed to Yina
thet, in the seneslogien the Nlnge fuinily wan not menticonsd sltnough the
reeorss are clsar thet they owned "eyanoke", "Sherwoca Po"rest", "Rittl-
wan"m ant 2 nuumber of other Charies City places for abous 150 ysars, in-
cluding a farm on the Jouth Side of the river in ¥artin Brandon psrish,
wiers thoey estabilohed an old Grave Yard o uulb v before 1669. I visited
this grave yara isteiy and founa a pict abv 8@ £t swutre merkea by
fouar brown stone posts snd on escn post was ”1 eled "L.i. "{weaning J.A.)
and under tost “1760%., These posts about 8 x 8 inches four or five feet
sut of the ground are still in perfect vreservatlon aftsr beling exposed
187 years of weather, I Tecl thet Jomn Hinge of the fifth generation
of iinge fomily nleced these posts there Lo merk the spot. I zlso think
that was possibly the locatlon of or near Ist snd Zna Brancon Chureh,
with "Chweeh Landing® on James Hlvsar near. This lancing was almest oppo-
slte the old church site on Veyanoke sbout 5/2 of wlle south esst of the
present "Weysnoke" (called Lower now) bouse.

o

James Finge, lst genercilon, was in poussssion of mere then 500 sere:
of 1'n¢ s2round this grave yard in 166 by officizl recorcs in archlves Va,
Jehn & 1772 {7) puttin the posty was in the fifth senevstion, Favid ¢ 1781
of sixtih gererstion in his will orcersd his rewsine vt in this grave
yevd and we fiad thers the tomb of Jolm lancridegs, nephew of Urs. George
¥ashington, being buried there in 1793. J. DI merriec (deugater of Tavid
inge, 9 178L) Rebscrca Jones finge. ¥hlle lancridse stone is bthe only

one founa except the [.(J)i. corner rost, there 15 every resson to think

that six generutiong of tils |
land noldinge of famlly were

‘iange line z2re burisg there, although lerger
on tie North side of Jamez River®,



